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Beef cattle are born on cow/calf farms where they are raised

BEEF with their mothers and live outside on pasture fields. For the

last few months before they are ready for market, beef cattle
live in feedlots (see inside the barn) where they receive special
feed to produce high quality beef.

Look at the drawing to see some of the ways farmers care for
the environment. Farmers plant trees and shrubs to provide
shade for the animals and homes for wildlife. The trees and
grass also serve as a wind break to keep the soil from being
washed away by water or blown away by the wind. Farmers
also protect water. In the drawing, a fence keeps animals out
of the stream so the water stays clean. Water is pumped to a
trough for the animals to drink.
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BEET Fact Find ACROSS

4. The person who looks after cattle every day.
The solutions 1o this crossword can be

found throughout this booklet. 5. The humber of stomachs cattle have.

1. In winter, most cattle live in these.
8. The name of cattle’s largest stomach.

9. What a newbom beef animal is called.

10. Beef is a good source of this.

11. Cattle also eat ditferent types of this, including
i ‘ com and barley.

STe DOWN

1. Caftle manure is a natural source of this.

: 2. Like humans, cattle also need these to stay healthy.
7

3. A doctor for animals that helps keep cattle healthy.

6. The number of times a cow gives birth every year.

11. What beef cattle eat when they are out in a

; pasture (field).
10
: TRUE or FALSE???
1
Circle your answer
Q
o
: 1. Cattle have four stomachs True False
2. Cattle chew on chewing gum. True False
ANSWERS ON PAGE 3 3. Bulls don't like the colour red. True False
4. Humans need one serving of
protein in their diet each day. True False
y . 5. Cattle eat grain that usually is
Beef Termlnology. not suitable for people to eat. True False
Bull: a male beef animal :
Calf: A young beef animal : 6. Cattle produce manure
Heifer: A female beef animal that hasn’t had a calf yet which is a natural fertilizer. True False

Cow: A female beef animal that has had a calf
Steer: A male beef animal that has been castrated
Veal: A young male Holstein (dairy) animal

7. Cows have five calves each year. True False

ANSWERS on page 3




I didn’t know that came from cattle!

You have likely never realized how important cattle are to our life.

Of course, we all know that they provide us with delicious beef fo eat.

What you might not know, though, is that the paris of the animal that are not
used for food are used to make a wide range of other producs such as leather,
sports equipment, hair brushes, film, buttons and china dishes.

Unscramble these clue words to find some other items that come from cuttle.
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Copy the leters in the numbered cells to these cells with the same number fo get the message.
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CATTLE TRIVIA

* Per day, a cow spends 6 hours
eating and 8 hours chewing cud.

about 14 times a day.

and Europe.

* A cow stands up and sits down

* Most Canadian cattle are descendants
of breeds that came from Great Britain

It’s all about beef!
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Use the remaining letters from the puzzle to fill in these spaces and find a secret message from the Ontario Cattlemen’s Association.
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Circle the following words in the puzzle [CIAILTF}
AGRICULTURE R
BARN [PIRTOITTET1TNI
BULL A
CALF I'—u
CATTLE SJRIAI LN
CORN
cow
FARMER
FEED
FERTILIZER
GRAIN ANSWERS to TRUE or FALSE:
GRASS 1. True: An animal with four stomachs is called o
HAY ruminant. The stomachs are called the rumen, reticulum,
HEIFER omasum and abomasum. The four stomachs allow
LEATHER them to conver! the food they eat, such os grass or hay,
OMASUM into high quality protein.
PASTURE 2. Folse: They chew their cud.
g_lrJé'g:ANT 3. False: They're actually colour blind.
4. False: Humans actually need two fo three. Beef
‘\I/ViTr%’;'NAR'AN is an excellent source of protein.
5. True: Much of the feed grain is coarse. Other
grain may be insed or weather damaged so humans
would not be able to eat it.
6. True: The fertilizer is then used to help enrich our soil.
7. False: Cows are pregnant for about 280 days -
) nine months - before giving birth. They generally have
24 nok dn jaag :1amsuy one calf each year and may have 5 to 10 calves in their
lifetime.
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* A cow can detect odours up to five miles away.

* People first domesticated cattle about 5,000 years ago.

* A cow’s heart beats between 60 and 70 beats per minute.

* Cattle can hear lower and higher frequencies better than humans.

* Cattle have almost total 360-degree panoramic vision
(making them tough to sneak up on).




1) Where is the majority of beef produced in Canada?
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DID YOU KNOW....?

* Agriculture is an imporiant business in Ontario. There are 25,000 beef farmers in Ontario. =

« Ontario farmers raise about 18% of Canada’s cattle.

« Beel is eaten more often at restaurants than chicken or pork.
* The average Canadian eats almost 23 kg of beef each year.
« A veterinarian is a doctor for animals.

* The average newhomn calf weighs about 41 kg (90 Ibs). It will drink about 2 kg of its mother’s milk every day.
* Because cattle are fed grain for such a short time, it takes only about 2.2 kg of grain to produce 0.5 kg of beef
purchased at a grocery store.

* There are more than 100 breeds of beef cattle in Canada.

* Cows can jump. If they are running fast enough, they can even jump over a fence.

« Cattle are generally ready for market when they weigh about 544 kg (1200 Ibs).

Ontario Cattlemen’s Association
130 Malcolm Road, Guelph, Ontario N1K 181
Phone: 519-824-0334 * Fax: 519-824-9101

email: ontbeef@cattle.guelph.on.ca

Check out our website for more
information about beef cattle:

Ontario
Cattleaon’s www.cattle.guelph.on.ca

Association
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